
CLIFFORD PLAYGROUND
Improvements to 

October 11, 2023
Boston Parks and Recreation

Community Meeting 1: zoom



The Boston Parks and Recreation Department will be recording 
the meeting and posting to our project webpage for those who 
are unable to attend the Zoom meeting live.

It is possible that participants may also be recording the meeting 
with their phones cameras or other devices. If you do not wish to 
be recorded during this meeting, please keep your microphone 
muted and camera off.

Please share with your neighbors and friends, 
https://www.boston.gov/departments/parks-and-recreation/
improvements-clifford-playground

MEETING RECORDING

https://www.boston.gov/departments/parks-and-recreation/


We want to ensure this conversation is a pleasant experience for all and that all community 
members/stakeholders are comfortable sharing their comments, questions and feedback.

Please be respectful and mindful of each other’s time when asking questions/ providing 
comments, so that all attendees are able to participate in the meeting.

Keep questions/ comments project-specific and not personal to yield solution-driven discussion.

Please wait until all attendees have had the opportunity to ask a question/ provide a comment 
before providing additional questions/ comments.

You can always set up a conversation with LAUREN BRYANT, Lauren.Bryant@boston.gov, to 
further discuss the project or process.

VIRTUAL MEETING ETIQUETTE



We want to ensure this conversation is a pleasant experience for all and that all community 
members/stakeholders are comfortable sharing their comments, questions and feedback.

Please be respectful and mindful of each other’s time when asking questions/ providing 
comments, so that all attendees are able to participate in the meeting.

Keep questions/ comments project-specific and not personal to yield solution-driven discussion.

Please wait until all attendees have had the opportunity to ask a question/ provide a comment 
before providing additional questions/ comments.

You can always set up a conversation with PROJECT MANAGER, PROJECT MANAGER EMAIL, 
to further discuss the project or process.

ZOOM TIPS



AGENDA

INTRODUCTION1

PROJECT OVERVIEW2

SITE ANALYSIS REVIEW AND INFORMATION GATHERING3

LISTENING & DISCUSSION4

NEXT STEPS5



CITY OF BOSTON TEAM

LAUREN BRYANT
PROJECT MANAGER, BOSTON PARKS
Lauren.Bryant@boston.gov or 617-961-3019
  
CATHY BAKER-ECLIPSE
DIRECTOR OF THE CAPITAL PLAN, 
BOSTON PARKS
cathy.baker-eclipse@boston.gov or 
617-961-3058
  
TANIA DEL RIO
DIRECTOR OF 
COORDINATED RESPONSE TEAM
tania.delrio@boston.gov
  
ANSHI MORENO JIMENEZ
MAYOR’S OFFICE, POLICY TEAM
anshi.morenojimenez@boston.gov 

JAMES GREENE
MAYOR’S OFFICE OF HOUSING
james.j.greene@boston.gov

AVERY ESDAILE
BOSTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS ATHLETICS
aesdaile@bostonpublicschools.org
  
BRIANNA MILLOR
CHIEF OF COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
brianna.millor@boston.gov 

ASHA JANAY
ONS ROXBURY LIAISON
asha.janay@boston.gov 

JENNIFER TRACEY
BOSTON PUBLIC HEALTH COMMISSION
DIRECTOR OF RECOVERY SERVICES
jtracey@bphc.org

MOHAMMED MISSOURI
MAYOR’S OFFICE
DIRECTOR OF STAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENT
mohammed.missouri@boston.gov

mailto:james.j.greene@boston.gov


DESIGN TEAM



PROJECT SCHEDULE
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WHAT WE HEARD



ADJACENT USES



PROXIMITY TO COMMUNITY SPACES/ PARKS



CLIMATE READY BOSTON: 
STORMWATER FLOODING



PARK PATH CONDITION



SITE CIRCULATION



EXISTING TREES CONDITION



EXISTING PARK LIGHTING



EXISTING SITE CONDITIONS



EXISTING SITE CONDITIONS



EXISTING SITE CONDITIONS



EXISTING SITE CONDITIONS



EXISTING SITE CONDITIONS



LISTENING AND DISCUSSION



FIELD USE

  
CURRENT SPORTS:
Pop Warner
Baseball
Softball

  

  
DISCUSSION TOPICS:

- Are there needs for other 

sports?

- Orientation of the field?

- Condition of the field?

- Needed facilities?

- Shaded dugouts

- Team benches?

- Scoreboards?

- Sports lighting?

- Walking loop

- Exercise Equipment

- Field surfacing?



COURT USE

  
CURRENT COURTS:
1 Basketball
1 Tennis

  

  
DISCUSSION TOPICS:

- Are the courts in the proper

locations?

- Do both courts get adequate 

use?

- Pickleball?

- Player seating?



PLAYGROUND

  

  
DISCUSSION TOPICS:

- Does the playground meet the needs of the 

community?

- What age children use the playground outside 

of school hours?

- Proximity to the tennis court?

- Gates and fences?

- Seating?

- Do we need 2 play areas?

- Do different age children use different play 

areas?

- Would 1 play area accommodate the needs of 

the community/ Mason School?

- Should younger and older play areas be 

completely separate?



PLAYGROUND FEATURES
  
SMALLER STRUCTURE/
MANY INDIVIDUAL COMPONENTS

We will also be coordinating with the MASON SCHOOL to have the kids help 
us come up with playground designs!

  
CLIMBING FOCUSED

LARGER INTEGRATED STRUCTURE/ LESS 
INDIVIDUAL COMPONENTS



PLAYGROUND: SWINGS
  
IMPORTANCE OF SWINGS AND SQUARE FOOTAGE

  
MANY KINDS OF SWINGS:

- Toddler bucket

- Belt swings

- Accessible 

- Cooperative swings

- Dish swings



WATER PLAY/ EXERCISE EQUIPMENT

  
WATER SPRAY PLAY

- Separate area from play?

- Mid to late May through 

Early Sept.

  
OR SPREAD OUT
ALONG PATHWAYS?

CONSOLIDATED AREA? 



SITE FURNISHINGS

  
DISCUSSION TOPICS:

Benches, drinking fountains, trash cans and bike racks are all a part of a standard renovation. 

What other elements might you like to see at Clifford?

- Added shade

- Tables and chairs

- Portable toilet enclosures

- Game tables



OTHER SITE CONSIDERATIONS
  
FENCES AND GATES

LIGHTING (PEDESTRIAN AND SPORTS)

VISIBILITY

SIGHT LINES

SECURITY CAMERAS/ CALL BOXES

ACCESS TO THE PARK

DOG AREA
- Minimum desired area: 10,000 s.f.

- Minimum distance from residential: 100 ft.



October 11, 2023
Boston Parks and Recreation

COMMUNITY MEETING 1: IN PERSON
October 21, 10am-12pm
Meet at the Mass Ave Playground
Rain location 1010 Mass. Ave 

COMMUNITY MEETING 2: IN PERSON
December 2, 2023, 10:00am- 12:00pm
COMMUNITY MEETING 2: ZOOM
December 6, 2023, 6:00-7:30pm

COMMUNITY MEETING 3: ZOOM
January 17, 2024, 6:00-7:30pm
COMMUNITY MEETING 3: IN PERSON
January 20, 2024, 10:00am- 12:00pm



EXAMPLE SLIDES



TITLE

Pathways: Phase 1 
McArthur Mall at Athletic Fields

Pathways: Phase 2 
Stair Improvements at Walnut 

Street and Opposite 41 Beacon St.

Pathways: Phase 3 .    
Flagstaff Hill including .  

Soldier’s and Sailor’s Monument .  

Parkman Plaza +
Tremont Street Edge

Pathways: Phase 4
Boylston Street Sidewalk

Frog Pond
(PFD)

Shaw Memorial
Accessibility Study



TITLE
SUBTITLE

Caption

Insert photo



TITLE


