
 

 

 

Design Review: (8/2/22) 
Robert Morris Home  

Mary Battenfeld, Boston University 
The proposal to install a bronze plaque on the front 
façade of 78 West Newton Street came out of work on 
a grant that Mary Battenfeld, a Clinical Professor in 
American and New England Studies, and Perri Meldon, 
a BU graduate student, were awarded by the Boston 
University Initiative on Cities. The project, "'Shame oh 
Shame:' Robert Morris, Public Space, and 
Commemorating Black Boston" seeks to research and 
commemorate Morris(1823-1882), the 19th century 
Black lawyer and abolitionist best known for bringing 
the nation’s first school desegregation case, Roberts v. 
City of Boston (1849). From at least 1870 on, Morris 
lived at 78 West Newton, with his wife Catherine and 
son Robert Jr., and passed away there in in 1882.  No   
site in Boston marks Morris and his presence and 
accomplishments in the city.  

Story Map: Robert Morris's Boston (BC project) 
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Property Owner: Inquilinos Boricuas en Acción 

  

 

 



 

 

 

  

 

Possible Model: Allan Rohan Crite house,  

410 Columbus Ave. 



 

 

 

  

 

Another option? Susie Baker King Taylor house,  

23 Holyoke St. 



 

 

 

  

 

Or if a plaque on the house isn’t feasible? 

Harriet Tubman House,  

25 Holyoke St. 



 

 

 

  

 

Proposal from BlueBird Graphics 
It was a priority to have the plaque designed by a fabricator of 
color. We identified and have been in conversation with Anthony 
Clayton of Bluebird Graphic Solutions. He recommends bronze, 
but prices are rising. 

https://www.bluebirdgs.com/

