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Boston Conservation Commission 
1 City Hall Square 
Room 709 
Boston, Massachusetts 02201 

Re: Request for Determination of Applicability 
Gas Main Replacement Project 
Baker Street, West Roxbury, Massachusetts 

Dear Executive Director Moreno and Members of the Boston Conservation Commission: 

On behalf of the Boston Gas Company, Tighe & Bond respectfully submits this Request for 
Determination of Applicability (RDA) for a proposed gas main replacement project within Baker 
Street and connecting roads, including Lasell Street, Capital Street, Farragut Street, Ellswood 
Street, Durant Street, Chesbrough Road, Amesbury Street, Baker Place, Cutter Road, and Dow 
Road in West Roxbury, Massachusetts. 

This RDA is being filed because a portion of the proposed work in Baker Street will occur within 
the 100-foot Buffer Zone to a Bordering Vegetated Wetland (BVW). This area is regulated 
under the Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act (WPA, M.G.L. c. 131 § 40) and the City of 
Boston Wetlands Protection Ordinance (Chapter VII) and their implementing regulations. All 
proposed work will be within previously paved areas with no anticipated impacts to nearby 
wetland resource areas.  

Tighe & Bond respectfully requests that the Conservation Commission issue a Negative 
Determination confirming that the proposed work does not require the filing of a Notice of 
Intent.  

This RDA application includes the following items: 

• Attachment A – WPA Form 1 (certified digital signatures) and Filling Fee 

• Attachment B – Figures and Site Plans 

• Attachment C – Photographic Log 

• Attachment D – Abutter Notification Information 

• Attachment E – National Grid Best Management Practices 

The following text discusses the wetland resource areas, proposed activities, and proposed 
protective measures. 

Wetland Resource Areas 
Wetland resource areas were reviewed by a Tighe & Bond wetland scientist using publicly 
available data, including the Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection 
(MassDEP) Online Map Viewer. These data were field verified during a delineation conducted on 
February 23, 2022. Please refer to Figure 3 in Attachment B for the locations of the resource 
areas and their respective buffers.  

Bordering Vegetated Wetland (BVW) 

A BVW was delineated on the west side of Baker Street. Bordering on Sawbill Brook, this BVW 
is classified as a Freshwater Scrub-Shrub Wetland (PSS1E) and Freshwater Emergent Wetland 
(PEM1E) per the Classification of Wetlands and Deepwater Habitats of the United States 
(Cowardin et al. 1979). Wetland indicators observed included saturation, standing water, 
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water-stained leaves, and geomorphic position. Hydric soils (10YR 2/2, redoximorphic features 
7.5YR 3/3) and hydrophytic vegetation including common reed (Phragmites australis), cattail 
(Typha spp.), and red maple (Acer rubrum) were also observed.  

A small portion of the project area falls within the 100-foot Buffer Zone of a BVW adjacent to 
Sawmill Brook, which runs east-west of the project area across Baker Street. No adverse 
impacts to the BVW are anticipated as all work will be completed within the existing roadway. 

Rare Species  

The project area does not fall within Priority Habitats of Rare Species or Estimated Habitats of 
Rare Wildlife based on a review of the Massachusetts Natural Heritage and Endangered Species 
Program (NHESP) Atlas (15th edition; August 1, 2021) and NHESP data available on MassGIS 
online (August 2021), as shown on Figure 2.  

Proposed Activities 
The existing gas main within Baker Street is comprised of the following: 

• 1,540 linear feet (lf) of 4-inch and 6-inch diameter low-pressure (LP) cast iron (CI) 
(1909/1928/1929) piping 

• 365 lf of 6-inch diameter LP CI (1909) piping 

• 1,165 lf of 6-inch diameter LP CI (1909) piping 

A summary of the proposed activities is provided in the enclosed Table 1. A total of 3,580 lf of 
replacement gas main is proposed in Baker Street. The location of the project area is depicted 
on Figures 1 through 3 and in the Project Drawings provided in Attachment B.  

Project Area: 

 Baker Street 
Approximately 2,050 lf of 12-inch diameter bare steel in Baker Street from Vermont 
Street to Brook Farm Road.  

Approximately 365 lf of 8-inch diameter plastic in Baker Street from the existing 8-inch 
diameter plastic at Cotuit Street, to the existing 12-inch diameter bare steel in Vermont 
Street. 

Approximately 1,165 lf of 8-inch diameter plastic in Baker Street from north of the 
railroad crossing at 270 Baker Street, to the existing 8-inch diameter coated steel at 
Rumford Road. 

Only a portion of the proposed work on Baker Street is within the 100-foot Buffer Zone to 
BVW, at the intersection of Baker Street and Brook Farm Road. Work occurring in the Buffer 
Zone is depicted on Figure 3. 

Work Methodology 

In general, the gas main replacement activities will entail the excavation of an approximately 
two-foot-wide trench for safe installation. The trench bottom will be excavated and graded 
such that the pipe will be supported for its entire length on undisturbed bottom at a depth of 
approximately three feet below surface grade. The trench will be excavated within the paved 
roadway footprints for all sites, with the precise locations of the gas lines to be determined in 
the field so that existing utilities can be avoided. The project involves relaying the existing gas 
mains and installation of new gas mains, as described above. The existing gas mains will be 
abandoned in place. Upon installation of the replacement mains, the trenches will be backfilled 
and restored in kind. Refer to the Project Drawings in Attachment B.  

Equipment scheduled for use during the proposed construction and restoration of the trench 
include excavator and dump truck. Excavated material will be placed in the dump truck for 
removal to an off-site National Grid processing facility. Suitable soils and bedding materials are 
utilized in accordance with current gas pipe standards and the City of Boston requirements.  
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Work Within Buffer Zone 

Approximately 174 lf of work, or approximately 348 square feet (sf), is proposed within the 
100-foot Buffer Zone. It is not anticipated that the proposed work will result in impacts to the 
BVW. The areas where the work is proposed consist entirely of existing paved roadways. The 
proposed work will not change the general characteristics of the area, as the entire project is 
contained within previously developed areas and will be subsurface. The site will be restored to 
pre-existing elevations. 

Protective Measures 

Work will be conducted in accordance with National Grid’s EG-303NE Best Management 
Practices document. Please refer to Attachment E for further details. During the gas line 
construction, erosion control measures (e.g., straw bales, silt fence, straw wattles, catch basin 
silt sack inserts) will be installed as deemed necessary.  

Climate Resiliency 
The City of Boston has established an Ordinance Protecting Local Wetlands and Promoting 
Climate Change Adaptation in the City of Boston (Boston Wetlands Ordinance; City of Boston 
Code, Ordinances, Chapter 7-1.4) regarding activities within their jurisdiction as well as 
administrative procedures relative to proposed projects. The Ordinance directs the Boston 
Conservation Commission to consider future climate impacts like rising sea levels in 
applications for construction and is stricter than statewide standards. According to the Climate 
Ready Boston Map Explorer, the project area is not within any predicted coastal or stormwater 
flood zones. 

Regardless, the underground infrastructure is designed in consideration of groundwater. 
Conduit ends are sealed watertight with a manufacturer-recommended material compatible 
with the gas main. Additionally, the pipes are manufactured to withstand extreme 
environments inclusive of water penetration. In this manner, the below ground infrastructure is 
designed and capable of withstanding potential climate change and future climate impacts. 

Application Requirements 
As required under the City of Boston Wetlands Protection Ordinance, abutters to the project 
area have been notified via Certificate of Mailing, in accordance with abutter notification 
requirements. Copies of the abutter notification forms (English, Spanish with translation 
certification), the list of abutters, and Affidavit of Service (with certified digital signature) are 
enclosed in Attachment D.  

As the project will be conducted entirely within public roadway rights-of-way (ROW) in existing 
Boston Gas Company easements, property owner notification is not warranted. 

Summary 
We look forward to having the opportunity to discuss this project with the City of Boston 
Conservation Commission during the public hearing scheduled for April 6, 2022. We anticipate 
these materials are sufficient for the Commission to issue a Negative Determination, 
confirming that a Notice of Intent (NOI) will not be required for the proposed work to proceed. 
Should you have any questions regarding this application or require any additional information, 
please do not hesitate to contact me at (413) 250-2424 or via email at 
MPCoady@tighebond.com. 

Sincerely, 
 
TIGHE & BOND, INC. 
 
 
 
Melissa P. Coady  
Project Manager  
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Enclosures 
 
Copy:  MassDEP NERO 

Jaime Walker, National Grid 
 
 
 

Table 1 
Boston Gas Company 

Gas Main Replacement 
West Roxbury, Massachusetts 

 

Street 
Gas Main Maintenance 

(linear feet) 

Work within 100-
foot Buffer Zone to 

BVW 

Baker Street from Brook Farm 
Road to Vermont Street 

2,050 lf Yes (174 lf) 

Baker Street from Vermont 
Street to Cotuit Street 

365 lf No 

Baker Street from Rumford Road 
to 270 Baker Street 

1,165 lf No 
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 Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection  
Bureau of Resource Protection - Wetlands 

WPA Form 1- Request for Determination of Applicability 
Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act M.G.L. c. 131, §40  

 
Boston 
City/Town 

 A.  General Information 

Important:  
When filling out 
forms on the 
computer, use 
only the tab key 
to move your 
cursor - do not 
use the return 
key. 

 

1.  Applicant: 

Boston Gas Company (c/o Jaime Walker) 
Name 

jaime.walker@nationalgrid.com 
E-Mail Address  

40 Sylvan Road 
Mailing Address  

Waltham 
City/Town 

MA 
State 

02451 
Zip Code 

(978) 551-1156 
Phone Number 

      
Fax Number (if applicable) 

2.  Representative (if any): 

Tighe & Bond, Inc. 
Firm 

 Melissa Coady 
Contact Name 

MPCoady@tighebond.com 
E-Mail Address  

 53 Southampton Road 
Mailing Address 

 Westfield 
City/Town 

MA 
State 

01085 
Zip Code 

 (413) 572-3224 
Phone Number 

      
Fax Number (if applicable) 

  

 B. Determinations 

 1.  I request the  Boston 
Conservation Commission 

 make the following determination(s). Check any that apply:  

 
 a. whether the area depicted on plan(s) and/or map(s) referenced below is an area subject to 

jurisdiction of the Wetlands Protection Act. 
 

 b. whether the boundaries of resource area(s) depicted on plan(s) and/or map(s) referenced 
below are accurately delineated. 

 
  c. whether the work depicted on plan(s) referenced below is subject to the Wetlands Protection Act.  

 
 d. whether the area and/or work depicted on plan(s) referenced below is subject to the jurisdiction 

of any municipal wetlands ordinance or bylaw of:  
 

Boston 
Name of Municipality 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  e. whether the following scope of alternatives is adequate for work in the Riverfront Area as 
depicted on referenced plan(s). 
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 Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection  
Bureau of Resource Protection - Wetlands 

WPA Form 1- Request for Determination of Applicability 
Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act M.G.L. c. 131, §40  

 
Boston 
City/Town 

 C. Project Description 

 
1. a.  Project Location (use maps and plans to identify the location of the area subject to this request): 

 Baker Street, Lasell Street, Capital Street, Farragut 
Street, Ellswood Street, Durant Street, Chesbrough 
Road, Amesbury Street, Baker Place, Cutter Road, 
and Dow Road      
Street Address 

West Roxbury 
City/Town 

 Not applicable, roadway right-of-way 
Assessors Map/Plat Number 

      
Parcel/Lot Number  

 
 b. Area Description (use additional paper, if necessary): 

  Baker Street, Lasell Street, Capital Street, Farragut Street, Ellswood Street, Durant Street, 
Chesbrough Road, Amesbury Street, Baker Place, Cutter Road, and Dow Road all serve as 
residential and commercial areas. The project area is east of the Veterans of Foreign Wars Parkway. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
c. Plan and/or Map Reference(s):   

 Figure 1-Site Location 
Title 

March 2022 
Date 

 Figure 2- Priority Resources 
Title 

March 2022 
Date 

 Figure 3 - Site Plan 
Title 

March 2022 
Date 

 2. a.  Work Description (use additional paper and/or provide plan(s) of work, if necessary): 

  Boston Gas Company proposes to replace an existing gas main within Baker Street and extend the 
main into adjacent roadways. Please refer to the attached cover letter for additional details.   

  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

Baker Street, Lasell Street, Capital Street, Farragut Street, Ellswood Street,
Durant Street, Chesbrough Street, Amesbury Street, Baker Place, Cutter Road,
and Dow Road
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 Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection  
Bureau of Resource Protection - Wetlands 

WPA Form 1- Request for Determination of Applicability 
Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act M.G.L. c. 131, §40  

 
Boston 
City/Town 

 C. Project Description (cont.) 

 
b.  Identify provisions of the Wetlands Protection Act or regulations which may exempt the applicant 
from having to file a Notice of Intent for all or part of the described work (use additional paper, if 
necessary). 

 

  310 CMR 10.02(2)(a)(2) - Activities conducted to maintain, repair or replace, but not substantially 
change or enlarge an existing and lawfully located structure or facility used in the service of the public 
and used to provide electric, gas 

      310 CMR 10.02(2)(b)(2)(i) - Installation of underground utilities (e.g., electric, gas, water) within 
existing paved or unpaved roadways and private roadways/driveways, provided that all work is 
conducted within the roadway or driveway and that all trenches are closed at the completion of each 
workday 
  

 
 

 
 

 
  

   
            
 
   
 
                         

 

 

 

 3. a.  If this application is a Request for Determination of Scope of Alternatives for work in the 
Riverfront Area, indicate the one classification below that best describes the project. 

 
   Single family house on a lot recorded on or before 8/1/96 
 
   Single family house on a lot recorded after 8/1/96 
 
   Expansion of an existing structure on a lot recorded after 8/1/96 
 
  Project, other than a single family house or public project, where the applicant owned the lot 

before 8/7/96 
 
  New agriculture or aquaculture project 
 
   Public project where funds were appropriated prior to 8/7/96 
 
  Project on a lot shown on an approved, definitive subdivision plan where there is a recorded deed 

restriction limiting total alteration of the Riverfront Area for the entire subdivision 
 
  Residential subdivision; institutional, industrial, or commercial project 
 
  Municipal project 
 
  District, county, state, or federal government project 
 
  Project required to evaluate off-site alternatives in more than one municipality in an 

Environmental Impact Report under MEPA or in an alternatives analysis pursuant to an 
application for a 404 permit from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers or 401 Water Quality 
Certification from the Department of Environmental Protection. 

 
b. Provide evidence (e.g., record of date subdivision lot was recorded) supporting the classification 
above (use additional paper and/or attach appropriate documents, if necessary.)   
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 Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection  
Bureau of Resource Protection - Wetlands 

WPA Form 1- Request for Determination of Applicability 
Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act M.G.L. c. 131, §40  

 
Boston 
City/Town 

 D. Signatures and Submittal Requirements 

 I hereby certify under the penalties of perjury that the foregoing Request for Determination of Applicability 
and accompanying plans, documents, and supporting data are true and complete to the best of my 
knowledge. 
 
I further certify that the property owner, if different from the applicant, and the appropriate DEP Regional 
Office were sent a complete copy of this Request (including all appropriate documentation) 
simultaneously with the submittal of this Request to the Conservation Commission. 
 
Failure by the applicant to send copies in a timely manner may result in dismissal of the Request for 
Determination of Applicability.  
  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Name and address of the property owner: 

 Boston Gas Company (c/o Jaime Walker) 
Name 

 40 Sylvan Road 
Mailing Address 

 Waltham 
City/Town 

 MA 
State 

02451 
Zip Code 

  
Signatures: 
 
I also understand that notification of this Request  will be placed in a local newspaper at my expense 
in accordance with Section 10.05(3)(b)(1) of the Wetlands Protection Act regulations. 

 

 

  
Signature of Applicant 

      
Date 

   

  
Signature of Representative (if any) 

      
Date 

 

3/21/22

3/21/22
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COVER SHEET

CHA Project No. 067813

WORKSITE

LOCATION
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141 Longwater Drive, Suite 104
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PROPOSED GAS MAIN REPLACEMENT

APPROXIMATELY 3,545' OF 4", 2,250' OF 8" PLASTIC & 2,050' OF 12" COATED STEEL - 22 PSIG

270-585 BAKER ST & 891-903 VFW PKWY, WEST ROXBURY, MA

W.O. NO. 1213100
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CONSTRUCTION NOTES AND BOM
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141 Longwater Drive, Suite 104
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ITEM
QTY

UOM DESCRIPTION
SIZE (IN.)

NATIONAL GRID REFERENCE

STOCK OR

NON-STOCK ID #

1 2050 FT
PIPE, STEEL, COATED, 0.375" WALL

12 120020-MS 9340771

2 2250 FT
PIPE, PLASTIC, MDPE

8 120026-MS 9340862

3 3545 FT
PIPE, PLASTIC, MDPE-STRAIGHT 40'

4 120026-MS 9340857

4 3 EA
INSULATING JOINT, COUPLING, INSULATED WELD END

12 FITS6015 9311202

5 4 EA
ELBOW, STEEL, 45 DEGREE

12 MATL3100 9308373

6 3 EA
CAP, STEEL, DRESSER, SELF-RESTRAINING

12 FITS6024 9315212

7 3 EA
VALVE, GATE, CL150, BW

12 VALV6010 9323336

8 1 EA
TEE, STEEL, 0.375" WALL

12 MATL3100 9315875

9 1

EA

TEE, 3 WAY, TAPPING, CONTOURED

6 HTAP6046 9315478

10 1 EA
FITTING, TRANSITION, MDPE

6

HTAP6045

HTAP6046

9339395

11 1

EA

REDUCER, PLASTIC, MDPE

6 X 4 CS-FIT013 9342678

12 10

EA

VALVE, PLASTIC, FULL BORE/PORT, MDPE

4 VALV6020 9341709

13

A/R EA

COUPLING, PLASTIC ELECTROFUSION

4 CS-FIT015 9314593

14

A/R EA

ELBOW, PLASTIC, MDPE, 90 DEGREE

4 CS-FIT011

9341397

15 1 EA
SADDLE, ELECTROFUSION, HDPE

4 X 4 CS-FIT015 9314424

16

A/R EA

CAP, PLASTIC, MDPE, BUTT FUSE

4 CS-FIT010 9339534

17

A/R EA

CAP, PLASTIC, HDPE, ELECTRO FUSE

4 CS-FIT015 9393582

18 2

EA

TEE, 3 WAY, TAPPING, CONTOURED

8 HTAP6055 9315495

19 3

EA

FITTING, TRANSITION, MDPE

8 HTAP6055 9339396

20 7

EA

VALVE, PLASTIC, FULL BORE/PORT, MDPE

8 VALV6020 9386594

21

A/R EA

COUPLING, PLASTIC ELECTROFUSION

8 CS-FIT015 9314591

22

A/R EA

CAP, PLASTIC, MDPE, BUTT FUSE

8 CS-FIT010 9339559

23

A/R EA

CAP, PLASTIC, HDPE, ELECTRO FUSE

8 CS-FIT015 9393633

24

A/R EA

COUPLING, PLASTIC ELECTROFUSION

6 CS-FIT015 9314592

25

A/R EA

CAP, PLASTIC, MDPE, BUTT FUSE

6 CS-FIT010 9339733

26

A/R EA

CAP, PLASTIC, HDPE, ELECTRO FUSE

6 CS-FIT015 9393581

27 3

EA

TEE, 3 WAY, TAPPING, CONTOURED

4 HTAP6035 9315477

28 3

EA

FITTING, TRANSITION, MDPE

4 HTAP6035 9339394

29 1

EA

TEE, 3 WAY, TAPPING, CONTOURED

12 HTAP6020 9315494

30 6

EA

FITTING, LINE STOPPER, WILLIAMSON, CONTOURED

12 HTAP5010 9341086

31 1

EA

TEE, 3 WAY, TAPPING, FLAT BOTTOM

8 HTAP6055 9308511

32 1

EA

REDUCER, PLASTIC, MDPE PUP

12 X 8 CS-FIT013 9342617

33

1 EA

FITTING, TRANSITION, MDPE

12 HTAP6020 9339397

34 4 EA
SADDLE, ELECTROFUSION, HDPE

8 X 4 CS-FIT015 9307522

35 1

EA

TEE, PLASTIC, MDPE

8 CS-FIT012 9342070

36

A/R EA

ELBOW, PLASTIC, MDPE, 90 DEGREE

8 CS-FIT011

9341398

37 2

EA

CAP, CAST IRON, DRESSER, SELF-RESTRAINING

12 FITS6024 9315167

38 1

EA

TEE, PLASTIC, MDPE

4 CS-FIT012 9342523

39 1

EA

CAP, STEEL, WELD END

6 FITS6100 9312094

40

A/R EA

ELBOW, PLASTIC, MDPE, 45 DEGREE

4 CS-FIT011 9341400

CATHODIC PROTECTION

C1 A/R EA CP TEST BOX W/ COVER N/A 030026-CS

(SEE STD)

C2 A/R EA 17# ANODE N/A 030024-CS 9311183

GENERAL

G1 A/R FT TRACER WIRE - CNST6061

9315005

G2 A/R FT YELLOW CAUTION TAPE - GAS MAIN - 6" WIDE 6 CNST6060

9341904

G3

3

EA VALVE BOX ASSEMBLY 12 FITS6350

(SEE STD)

G4

10

EA VALVE BOX ASSEMBLY 4 FITS6370

(SEE STD)

G5

7

EA VALVE BOX ASSEMBLY 8 FITS6370

(SEE STD)

NOTE; ALL MATERIAL QUANTITIES ARE ESTIMATED BASED ON PROPOSED DESIGN.  ADDITIONAL QUANTITIES AND/OR OTHER MATERIALS MAY BE REQUIRED TO CONSTRUCT VERTICAL OFFSETS OR DUE TO OTHER

UNKNOWN AS-FOUND CONDITIONS/DESIGN CONFLICTS AND FOR TESTING.

4/6/2022
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