
OFFERED BY COUNCILOR RUTHZEE LOUIJEUNE, WORRELL, LARA, ARROYO, 
BAKER, BOK, BREADON, EDWARDS, FLAHERTY, MURPHY, FERNANDES-ANDERSON 

AND FLYNN

CITY OF BOSTON 

IN CITY COUNCIL 

ORDER FOR A HEARING ON THE CIVIL RIGHTS AND 

LIBERTIES OF RETURNING CITIZENS AND RE-ENTRY INTO 

THEIR BOSTON COMMUNITIES. 

WHEREAS, Every year more than 3,000 people return to the City of Boston from prisons and jails, 

and most return from incarceration without a permanent place to live, stable income, or 

even a change of clothes ; and

WHEREAS, The Massachusetts Parole Commission found that Black and Latinx individuals are 

significantly overrepresented in and disproportionately affected by the criminal legal 

system in Massachusetts - Black people are 30% of inmates in Massachusetts state 

prisons and make up 18% of parole releases - moreover, studies show people of color 
are more likely to serve longer sentences, even after accounting for criminal history, 

demographics, initial charge severity, court jurisdiction, and neighborhood 

characteristics. ; and

WHEREAS, Probation fees in Massachusetts cost returning citizens more than $20 million a year -

$65 and $50 per month with an average probation sentence of 17-20 months and an 

average $850-$1,300 in monthly probation service fees - on top of many other court 

fines and fees ; and

WHEREAS, Increasing affordable and transitional housing in Boston is critical to the success of 

re-entry: a recent Boston reentry study indicates that twelve months after prison, 43 

percent of individuals were staying in transitional or marginal housing ; and

WHEREAS, Even when a Parole Board grants a positive parole vote to an individual, it is not a 

guarantee of the individual's release as they must have an approved home plan, but a 

home plan is often denied because the client may not be listed as a tenant on a Section 8 
lease due to federal regulations making it difficult for parolees to live with family in 

Section 8 housing ; and

WHEREAS, The prison system has long housed and held a significant portion of people with mental 
health disorders, and due to the lack of specialized services, often accelerates long-term 
mental health consequences, and when people leave prison many suffer from those 

long-term mental health consequences including a set of syndromes similar to PTSD but 

specific to the conditions of prison known as Post Incarceration Syndrome ; and

WHEREAS, The US Sentencing Commission found overall recidivism rates among older people 

were substantially less likely than younger offenders to recidivate following release: 




