APPLICATION For Office Use Only

ARTICLE 85 APPLICATION #
DEMOLITION DELAY REVIEW

RECEIVED
Mailing Address:
Environment Dept SIGNIFICANT
Boston City Hall, Rm 709
Boston, MA 02201 HEARING DATE

SCAN AND EMAIL TO BLC@BOSTON.GOV AND MAIL HARD COPY

| PROPERTY ADDRESS 300 The Fenway, Boston, MA 02115 (Parcel ID: 0401842-001)

Simmons University - Park Science Center
NAME of BUSINESS/PROPERTY

The names, phone numbers, postal and email addresses requested below will be used for all subsequent communications relating to this application.
Environment Department personnel cannot be responsible for illegible, incomplete or inaccurate contact information provided by applicants.

1. APPLICANT

Laura Brink Pisinski VP of University Real Estate & Facilities Mgnt
CONTACT NAME RELATIONSHIP TO PROPERTY
300 The Fenway Boston MA 02115
MAILING ADDRESS CITY STATE ZIP CODE
617-521-2127 brink@simmons.edu
PHONE EMAIL
Simmons University Dr. Lynn Wooten
PROPERTY OWNER CONTACT NAME
300 The Fenway Boston MA 02115
MAILING ADDRESS CITY STATE ZIP CODE
617-521-2127 president@simmons.edu
PHONE EMAIL

No

1. DOES THIS PROPOSED PROJECT REQUIRE ZONING RELIEF?

IF YES, PLEASE INDICATE STATUS OF ZBA PROCESS
(If necessary, attach additional pages to provide more information.)

V. DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED DEMOLITION:

A BRIEF OUTLINE OF THE PROPOSED WORK MUST BE GIVEN IN THE SPACE PROVIDED BELOW, OR THE
APPLICATION WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED. This description should describe the structure(s) to be demolished and the proposed condition of the
site after demolition, including any proposed new construction or site improvements. Additional pages may be attached if necessary to provide more
detailed information. See also 4. on page two.

The Park Science Building is situated on the southwest corner of Simmons University campus quad and its
western edge abuts Avenue Louis Pasteur. Park Science opened in 1972 and has been the main science

facility for Simmons University since that time. It is a 4-story building that contains approximately 103,000

square feet of classrooms, offices and academic laboratories. Please refer to Exhibit 1 for additional detail
about the Park Science Building.

Once the current enabling renovations are complete and the Park Science Building is vacant, Simmons
proposes to demolish the Park Science Building and construct a new Living and Learning Center (LLC). This
new LLC will accommodate relocated athletics facilities, a dining hall, and over 1,000 dormitory beds from aged
buildings on the University’s Brookline Avenue campus, thus achieving Simmons’ vision for One Campus at the
Fenway. By unifying Simmons University into one campus with the Living and Learning Center as a new
signature building, Simmons will enhance its institutional identity.

| Page ONE of two: Application for Article 85 Demolition Delay Review REVISED NOV 2020 |
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EXHIBIT 1 - DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED DEMOLITION

Architectural Description (per MACRIS survey, 2017)

Designed by Campbell Aldrich and Nulty Architects, the square building rises four stories to a flat roof,
with projecting five-story tower elements at the northwest, southwest and southeast corners. Walls are
clad with subtly variegated dark brown brick; narrow belt courses above each level at the window lintel
height are composed of five courses of an orange-brown brick. There is no wall cornice treatment.
Windows are typically horizontal bands of plate glass units, flush with the wall plane. The tower
elements typically feature a narrow, offset, deeply recessed bay with continuous vertical glazing and one
splayed jam.

The north elevation is oriented toward the main campus quadrangle. The ground floor has deeply
recessed entrance in the penultimate bay from the west, containing two pairs of double-leaf doors, infill
glazing and a canted top edge. Although there are no windows on this level its is articulated with pairs
of deeply recessed narrow vertical channels. Horizontal bands of plate glass windows line the upper
three floors.

The west elevation is composed similarly to the north facade with narrow recessed channels at the
ground floor and banded horizontal windows on the second through fourth floors. The south driveway
elevation steps back to the east of the southwest corner tower which is blank but decorated with
discontinuous bands of orange brick that wrap around the corners. East of the tower element the first
floor has a deeply recessed band of windows with brick sills and piers and a canted top; banded
windows on the upper floors are flush with the wall plane. The east elevation contains a loading bay
and pedestrian door in its wide tower section as well as 4 % story bay of vertical metal louvers near the
northeast corner of the tower.

Discussion

The Park Science Building’s limited natural light and older laboratory configuration make it unsuited to
provide the modern laboratories expected at universities such as Simmons where over 50% of
undergraduates major in laboratory sciences. As described in its IMP submitted to the BPDA (approved
11/12/2020), Simmons University is undertaking a significant renovation and reorganization of other
existing campus space to replace and modernize the function of the Park Science Building in support of
the mission of Simmons University. To enable the creation of a new science facility, Simmons will
decant Lefavour Hall and the west wing of the Main College Building and will then transform these two
buildings to accommodate a reconfigured library as well as labs, classrooms and offices needed to
support the chemistry, biology, physics, nursing, physical therapy and other programs of the College of
Natural, Behavioral, and Health Sciences.

The Park Science Building exterior is dark brown brick, does not include any windows on the first level
and includes only one deeply recessed entry along the quad elevation. These materials and ground floor
design do not contribute light or ground floor vibrancy to either the campus quad or Avenue Louis
Pasteur. The design of the new LLC will reflect its role as a campus center that includes the active uses
of dining, living and athletics. It’s multiple entries and windows into the building’s activities will
significantly increase the animation and activity experienced from the campus quad.



In addition, the Park Science Building was constructed during a period of time when there was less
street activity along Avenue Louis Pasteur than exists today and it therefore does not engage the street.
The BPDA adopted “LMA Interim Guidelines” in 2003 to inform the BPDA’s consideration of
development within the LMA. Consistent with the Guidelines, the new LLC will maintain the prevailing
urban street wall along Avenue Louis Pasteur while enlivening the streetscape with active ground floor
uses and transparent materials, a significant improvement over the Park Science Building’s presence

today.



EXHIBIT 2 — REQUIRED DOCUMENTATION
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2. PARK SCIENCE SW CORNER. TAKEN FROM AVENUE LOUIS PASTEUR FAR SIDEWALK
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4. PARK SCIENCE SOUTH ELEVATION. TAKEN FROM SERVICE DRIVE LOOKING EAST
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