


















TO: Nicholas Moreno, City of Boston Conservation Commission
FROM: Crane Ledge Woods Coalition
DATE: August 20, 2021
SUBJ: WPA Form 1 - Request for Determination of Applicability: Rev 01

990 American Legion Highway
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Dear Mr. Moreno.

Thank you for the timely response to our initial filing of the Wetlands Protection Act
Request for Determination of Applicability dated August 9, 2021 for parcels in District 5,
City of Boston: 1807234350, 1807318100, 1807321100 relative to the proposed
development at 990 American Legion Highway.

Please find attached our revised filing for Conservation Commission consideration at the
hearing scheduled for Wednesday, September 1, 2021. We believe this revised filing is
complete under state Wetland Protection Act requirements.

Please note that we are not seeking a determination at this time under the City of Boston
Local Wetlands Ordinance.

We recommend and request that the Conservation Commission engage a qualified wetland
scientist or firm to evaluate whether jurisdictional resources exist at the 990 American
Legion Highway site, and that this independent evaluation be paid for under Commission
funds dedicated for natural resource review.

The subject site is located within an environmental justice neighborhood at risk from the
adverse impacts of natural resource losses.  The Conservation Commission may
appropriately expend these designated funds to pay for the resource determination.

As part of this assessment of Commission jurisdiction and City commitment to inclusive,
transparent stakeholder engagement, we request:

- That the Coalition receive notice from the Commission of any site visit scheduled as
part of the Request for Determination of Applicability;

- That the Commission provide the Coalition its adopted guidelines for site visits, if
such guidelines exist. We note that MassDEP has standard and beneficial site visit
protocols in place.

Thank you for your past and continuing work with the Coalition and all parties in this
matter.



SUBJ: WPA Form 1 - Request for Determination of Applicabiity: Rev 01
990 American Legion Highway

Rev 01 Update on Items Listed:

BCC01. WPA Form 1 Section C(1)(c) indicates that no plans are applicable to the request.
Section B(1) requests the Commission to determine whether the area shown on the plans
accompanying the request is subject to their jurisdiction. Please update the form with the
appropriate plan reference. Instructions for Completing Application WPA Form 1 – Request
for Determination of Applicability, Boston Wetlands Regulations, Section VI(A)(1) & Boston
Conservation Commission Filing Guide (incorporated into the Regulations by reference)

PLAN REFERENCE INCLUDED IN SEC. C(1)(c).

BCC02. We will need evidence that the property owner has been notified that the RDA has
been filed. 310 CMR 10.05(3)(a)(3) & Boston Wetlands Regulations, Section VI(A)(3)

EVIDENCE  PROVIDED VIA SIGNED VERIFICATION & USPO RECEIPT OF MAILING.

BCC03. A filing fee of $425 is required for this request as well ($100 up to 1 acre + $25 for
each additional acre). Boston Wetlands Regulations, Section VII(B)(1) & Boston
Conservation Commission Filing Guide (incorporated into the Regulations by reference)

NOT REQUIRED UNDER WPA. APPLICANT TO PAY FOR PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLICATION.

BCC04. We will need a copy of the 300ft Abutters List, a signed Affidavit of Service, a copy
of the English Abutter Notification, a copy of the translated Abutter Notification, translation
certification, and a copy of the babel notice. Boston Wetlands Regulations, Section VI(A)(2),
Boston Wetlands Regulations, Section VI(E), & Boston Conservation Commission Filing
Guide (incorporated into the Regulations by reference)

NOT REQUIRED UNDER WPA.

BCC05. We will need a narrative describing what is being requested of the Commission,
which resource areas you are seeking a determination on, and evidence supporting the
presence of wetlands. We will also need the wetland determination sheets completed by a
certified wetland scientist. Instructions for Completing Application WPA Form 1 – Request
for Determination of Applicability, Boston Wetlands Regulations, Section VI(A)(1) & Boston
Conservation Commission Filing Guide (incorporated into the Regulations by reference)

THE PURPOSE OF THE WPA FORM 1 FILING  IS TO INITIATE AND COMPLETE THE
REFERENCED DETERMINATION. AS NOTED, APPLICANT REQUESTS THAT THE COMMISSION
COMPLETE THE ON-SITE EVALUATION VIA A QUALIFIED WETLAND SCIENTIST OR FIRM.



SUBJ: WPA Form 1 - Request for Determination of Applicabiity: Rev 01
990 American Legion Highway

BCC06. We will also need any stormwater engineering calculations to support the presence
of ponding wetland resource areas. Boston Wetlands Regulations, Section VI(A)(1) &
Boston Conservation Commission Filing Guide (incorporated into the Regulations by
reference)

PLEASE SEE BCC05 ABOVE.

BCC07. The existing conditions plan set was not signed and stamped by the surveyor nor
did it detail any wetland resources present on-site. We will need a stamped plan set.
Boston Wetlands Regulations, Section VI(A)(1) & Boston Conservation Commission Filing
Guide (incorporated into the Regulations by reference)

THE EXISTING CONDITIONS PLAN SET WAS PREPARED BY THE 990 AMERICAN LEGION
HIGHWAY PROJECT PROPONENT.

IF A STAMPED PLAN SET IS REQUIRED TO COMPLETE A REQUEST FOR DETERMINATION OF
APPLICABILITY UNDER THE WETLANDS PROTECTION ACT, THE COMMISSION MAY REQUIRE
THAT THE PROPONENT PREPARE.

---



TO: Nicholas Moreno, City of Boston Conservation Commission
FROM: Crane Ledge Woods Coalition
DATE: September 1, 2021
SUBJ: WPA Form 1 -Request for Determination of Applicability: Rev 01

990 American Legion Highway
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Dear Mr. Moreno:

Crane Ledge Woods Coalition has filed a revised Request for Determination of Applicability
with the Conservation Commission for 3 parcels in District 5, City of Boston relative to the
proposed development at 990 American Legion Highway.

We are not seeking a determination at this time under the City’s Local Wetlands Ordinance,
and believe this revised filing is complete under state Wetland Protection Act requirements.

Commission staff has requested any further information which might assist the
Commission in its consideration of the RDA.

We bring to the Commission's attention a video about Crane Ledge Woods publicly posted
on the internet. If we locate additional publicly available information of value we will
forward it to the Commission in a timely way in advance of a scheduled hearing on the RDA.

The video appears to document Crane Ledge Woods natural resources, including footage
starting at 5:40 providing possible evidence of wetland plants and areas of standing and
flowing water: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WlUdAH5mKJg

CLWC cannot attest to any further details of this video, but it does appear to provide
threshold evidence of possible jurisdictional resources on the site which the Commission
has means and authority to access and evaluate under an RDA.

We can also provide a site map annotated by CLWC to suggest several possible areas for
field investigation based on topography and elevation contour lines. Direct evaluation of the
entire site by a qualified wetlands scientist is needed for Commission action on the RDA.

We understand that the Commission has an approved budget line item for such
independent, technical assistance, and we suggest that investigation of whether resources
under Commission jurisdiction exist on a large section of natural land in an environmental
justice neighborhood in Boston is a reasonable and appropriate use of these funds.

As you likely know, natural assets within environmental justice neighborhoods in Boston
and across our nation have a long history of devaluation by government agencies - a pattern
which the Commission’s timely action at Crane Ledge Woods can help address.

Thank you for your past and continuing work with the Coalition and all parties in this
matter.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WlUdAH5mKJg


TO: Nicholas Moreno, City of Boston Conservation Commission
FROM: Crane Ledge Woods Coalition
DATE: September 3, 2021
SUBJ: WPA Form 1 -Request for Determination of Applicability: Rev 01

990 American Legion Highway: Memo 03
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Dear Mr. Moreno:

Crane Ledge Woods Coalition is providing the following supplemental information to assist
the Conservation Commission in its consideration of the RDA revision filed on August 20,
2021 for 3 parcels in District 5, City of Boston relative to the proposed development at 990
American Legion Highway:

1. A site base map annotated by CLWC to suggest several possible areas for field
investigation based on topography and elevation contour lines.

2. Screen Shots from the video posted on the internet, appearing to show
representative areas of the 990 American Legion Highway site with threshold
evidence of possible jurisdictional resources which the Commission has means and
authority to access and evaluate under an RDA.

The shots provide possible evidence of wetland plants and areas of standing and
flowing water: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WlUdAH5mKJg

3. Through discussion with MassAudubon, CLWC is able to offer the Commission an
option for independent, expert evaluation of the site as part of the RDA process.
Specifics can be considered further at the Commission’s earliest convenience.

Any site visit associated with the RDA will need to be via an administrative
inspection warrant obtained by the Commission or with the owner's written
consent.

Thank you for your past and continuing work with the Coalition and all parties in this
matter.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WlUdAH5mKJg
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