
WELCOME



Upham’s Corner Arts & Innovation District Community 
Update
May  25, 2021 
6-7:30pm

Agenda

1. Welcome (Midori Morikawa OED, Kara Elliott-Ortega, Arts & Culture, John Smith: DSNI) 5 mins.

2. Intro of WAG members (John Smith and Andrew Grace: OED) 10 mins.

3. Where we’ve been & Where we are: Overview of Process (John Smith & WAG members), 10 mins.

4. Upham’s Library Test-fit (David Leonard, BPL) 25 mins.

5. Community Breakout & Report Back (All participants- Facilitated by WAG, DSNI, City and Tufts) 30 mins.

6. Status of RFP's & Next Steps (Tony Hernandez: DNI, Andrew Grace) 5 mins.

Midori, Kara, John



2. Introduction of WAG Members

John Smith                        Dudley Street Neighborhood Association, Exec. Director

Major Elvie Carter             Salvation Army Kroc Center, Major                                    

Bob Haas                          Upham;s Westside Neighborhood Association, Member

Che Madyun                      Resident, Artist

Joan Tighe                         Eastman/ Elder Neighborhood Association, Member     

Kit Binns                            Jones Hill Neighborhood Association, Member

Val Daley                          Upham’s Corner Main Streets, Director

Biplaw Rai                         Comfort Kitchen, Business Co-owner

Marea Parker                     Fairmount Innovation Lab,/ Art Morpheus, Board Chair

Nora Valdez                       Humphreys Street Studios, Artist

Margaret Leahy-Wirth        Upham’s Corner Health Center, Board Chair

Allida Warn                        Conservatory Lab Foundation, Sr. Mgr Development & Communications

Andrew, John



3. Overview: Goals of Implementation Process
Vision: 
Reignite Upham’s Corner as a hub of creative activity that boasts physical assets in 
close proximity to each other linked by programmatic partnerships.

Goals of Implementation Process
● Development without Displacement that supports the Arts & Innovation District 
● Affordable Housing & Commercial space
● Reinvigorated Strand Theatre operations and a new Upham’s branch library 
● A hub of creativity to bolster collaboration among local residents, entrepreneurs, 

and business-owners
● Investments that support the cultural, ethnic, and economic diversity of the 

community.

Allida



CONTEXT  Update

Conservatory Lab Charter 
School

Fairmount 
Innovation Lab 

Fairmount Line MBTA 
Station

Pierce 
Building
(DBEDC)

Allida



September 
2017
Open House

October 2017
Public Meeting

Upham’s Corner 
Branch Library

November 
2017
Public Meeting
Strand Theatre

January 2018
Public Meeting

What we’ve heard and 
what we’ve learned

March 2018
Pop-up Pop-in
DNICB 

April 2018
Public Meeting

Housing and the Arts & 
Innovation District

May 2018
Public Meeting
Development 
Scenarios

June 2018
Public Meeting

Draft RFP Language
Development Objectives

November 
2018
Workshop: 
Refine RFP 
language

March 2019
Community 

Meeting & 
Celebration: 

Upcoming RFP 
Release

Summer 
2019
Issue RFI & 
Solicitation of 
Partners

Where we 
have been  Community engagement milestones 2017-2019

Kit



Kit



Kit



Kit



Kit



Kit



Nov. 19 
2020
Community 
Meeting Feb 2021

Bidder’s 
Conference

March 15 2021
Proposals DUE to 

DNI’s RFP 

April 22, 
2021

SDC  DNI 
Community 

Meeting: 
Developer 

Presentations

Mid-Fall 
2021
(tentative) 
Proposals DUE 
to City’s RFP’s

Late-Fall 2021
(tentative) Public Review of 
Development Project(s): 
Community 
Meetings/Presentations

Winter 2022
(tentative) Select 
Developer/Program 
OperatorMarch-May 2021

Evaluate Proposals

December 2020
DNI Issues RFP:  

568-574 Columbia Ave

Late Summer 
2021

City issues RFP’s 
(tentative)

WAG 
Meetings 
Resume: 
Nov. 2020

May 25 2021
Community 

Meeting:
 City, BPL, & 
DNI Update

Early Fall
Bidder’s 
Conference

NEXT STEPS Virtual engagement 2020-2021
John 
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Site 1: Library 
& Housing

Site 3: DNI

Site 2: 
Municipal Lot

STATUS  SITES
Andrew  



Site 1:  555 Columbia Rd, Parking Lot, & Strand Operator
Andrew  



Site 2:  Municipal Parking Lot #19- aka 16-18 Hamlet St.
Andrew  



Site 3:  DNI’s CB Building- 568-574 Columbia Road
Andrew  



4. Upham’s Library Test Fit

David  



Branch Planning Work History
2005 Uphams Corner Branch Library Study  (SSA)
2011 Updated Programming & Siting Study- coord. with St. Kevins (SSA)
2016 Initial Feasibility Study at 555/559 Columbia Ave. (LWA)
2020 Test Fit at 1-5 Stoughton/4 Cushing Ave. (Utile)
2021 Test fit at 555/559 Columbia Ave (Utile)

















X

Former proposed location of Library 
(1-5 Stoughton/ 4 Cushing Ave)

X











































David  



5. Community Breakout & Report-Back

All  



6. Status of RFP’s & Next Steps

Tony and Andrew  



Nov. 19 
2020
Community 
Meeting Feb 2021

Bidder’s 
Conference

March 15 2021
Proposals DUE to 

DNI’s RFP 

April 22, 
2021

SDC  DNI 
Community 

Meeting: 
Developer 

Presentations

Mid-Fall 
2021
(tentative) 
Proposals DUE 
to City’s RFP’s

Late-Fall 2021
(tentative) Public Review of 
Development Project(s): 
Community 
Meetings/Presentations

Winter 2022
(tentative) Select 
Developer/Program 
Operator

March-May 2021
Evaluate Proposals

December 2020
DNI Issues RFP:  

568-574 Columbia Ave

Late Summer 
2021

City issues RFP’s 
(tentative)

WAG 
Meetings 
Resume: 
Nov. 2020

May 25 2021
Community Meeting:

 City, BPL, & DNI 
Update

Early Fall
Bidder’s 
Conference

NEXT STEPS Virtual engagement 2020-2021
Andrew  





THANK   YOU.
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Conceptual Diagram Truck Access: Strand Theatre


