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MEET THE TEAM 

Lauren Bryant 
PROJECT MANAGER, City of Boston 
lauren.bryant@boston.gov or 617-961-3019 
 
Michael Easler, RLA, CPSI 
Senior Project Landscape Architect 
Weston & Sampson 
 
Shana Bryant 
Community Liaison 
malcolmxparkhistoryboston@gmail.com  
 

Bernard “Smok” Johnson Jr. 
Community Liaison 
malcolmxparkhistoryboston@gmail.com  
 
Marisa Luse 
Community Liaison 
malcolmxparkhistoryboston@gmail.com  
 
 



Marisa Luse (she, her, hers) is Roxbury native with a wealth of non-profit management, 

community engagement and civic leadership experience. She is committed to creating and 

shifting spaces that value humanity, breaking down silos that results in system, organizational, 

and community change, increasing civic engagement and participation, and inspiring others to 

be courageous leaders and advocates for themselves, their families, and communities. Marisa 

is the Founder and CEO of The CoLu Group and RAPP Boston. She also serves on several 

community boards and committees in Roxbury and Boston that focus on arts and culture, civic 

and community engagement to early education.  

 

 

Shana Bryant is a community advocate and social entrepreneur born and raised in Roxbury. 

As a thought leader in event planning her passion and purpose align with the empowerment of 

black women and girls, strategic planning and goal setting. She is best know as the founder & 

CEO of Shana Bryant Consulting, an organizer of Chaos, Curator of Signature Experiences, 

and Creator of the one and only Trifecta Approach   

  

 

Bernard “Smok N Strok” Johnson Jr. Born and raised Bostonian. Still a current resident. 

Builder of the Adidas box at Malcolm X Park. Member of the Dorchester Art Project Board of 

Directors. Massachusetts Hip Hop Archive contributor & community consultant. 6 Ses One 7 

ambassador. Creative genius. Intellectual property real estate agent. Emcee and lover of the 

people 



JUNE 16, 2020 
VIRTUAL Community Meeting #1 

AUGUST 25 & 29, 2020 
VIRTUAL Community Meeting 

#2 
On-Site Public Workshop 

WINTER 2020-2021 
Community Meeting #3 

SPRING/ SUMMER 2021 
Design Development + 
Construction Documents and 
Public Bidding 

FALL 2021 
Construction begins 

Estimated cost of construction: 
$7.7 million 

  

*Timeframes may 
shift due to COVID-19 

MAY 2020 

Community Leaders 
Outreach 

FALL 2022 

Anticipated 
park opening 

CONSTRUCTION PROJECT TIMELINE  
 





HISTORY AND ART TIMELINE  

May 11, 2021 
History and Art Community Meeting 1 

June 1, 2021: 5:30pm 

History Walk in the Park* 

June 5, 2021: 10am 

History walk in the Park*  
(Rain Date)  

June 15, 2021: 6pm 

History and Art Community  Meeting 2 

August 
History and Art Public 
Comment Period Ends 
 
 

  

Fall 2022 

Anticipated 

Park Opening 

  

July 2021 
History and Art Community 
Meeting 2 

  

June 2021:  
Park Project Goes Out to Bid 

  

Fall 2021:  
Construction Begins 

*Registration Required 



Interpretive signage examples 



COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT UPDATES 

● Coach Dennis Wilson 

 

● Malcolm X- Ella L. Little Collins Foundation – Arjun 
Collins 

 

● Wakullah Street residents & Math Walk 

 
 

 



SURVEY RESULTS 

16 responses so far. Please take the survey!  
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/7DKNWJH 

 

Elma Lewis 

Malcolm X 

Melnea Cass 

History of Malcolm X 

History of Civil Rights in Roxbury 



Possible historic themes to include on 
interpretive signage:  

● History of Malcolm X- his time in Roxbury/Boston 

● History of the Civil Rights Movement in Roxbury 

● Geological history of Malcolm X Park/Roxbury 

● Ecological history of Malcolm X Park/Roxbury 

● Revolutionary War history of Malcolm X Park/Roxbury: “Honeysuckle Hill” 

● The history of communities around the park 

● The vision for Roxbury and the Emerald Necklace 

● History of Urban Renewal and Malcolm X Park/Roxbury 

● Recent histories of the Neighborhood- people/events etc. 



Possible name recognition to include on 
interpretive signage or artwork:  

Local 

● Clarence “Jeep” Jones 

● Crispus Attucks 

● Dana Barros 

● Doris Bunte 

● Elma Lewis 

● Malcolm X 

● Melnea Cass 

● Muriel S. Snowden 

● Phillis Wheatly 

● Prince Hall 

● Ruth Marion Batson 

● Sarah Ann Shaw 

● The 54th Regiment (Sargent William H. 

Carney) 

National 

●  Angela Davis  

●  Audre Lorde 

●  Barack Obama   

●  Booker T. Washington                  

● Dick Gregory                                    

● Dr. Francis Cress Welsing            

● Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.            

● Ella Baker                                     

  

● Frannie Lou Hamer                        

● Fredrick Douglas                             

● Harriet Tubman                              

● Huey P. Newton                             

●  Ida B. Wells                                       

● Madam C. J. Walker                      

● Maya Angelou                                 

● Michelle Obama                             

●  Nina Simone                                    

●  Rosa Parks                                        

● Shirley Chisholm                             

● Sojourner Truth                              

● Susan B. Anthony                           

● W.E.B. Dubois     



Possible name recognition to include on 
basketball courts or artwork:  

● Albie Rue     Oakland Oaks (ABA)              

● Big Tom Cowart                                                              

● Bob Bigelow   Sacramento Kings                                             

● Bob Carrington    Boston Celtics                                            

● Charley Scott   Boston Celtics/ Phoenix Suns      

● David Thompson  Boston Celtics/ Philadelphia 76ers              

● James Bailey   New Jersey Nets                

● James Garvin   New Orleans Jazz                      

● Jimmy Walker   Detroit Pistons (1st round pick)                

● Ken Boyd    Buffalo Braves                                      

  

● Mike Dunleavy    Houston Rockets                           

● Owen Wells   Houston Rockets                                

● Richard Winslow   Arizona University  

● Ron Lee     Phoenix Suns                                                                              

● Sam "Farmer" Dardy   Milwaukee Bucks  

● Steve "Stro" Strothers  San Diego Rockets                                          

● Willis " Spider" Bennett Boston Celtics  



PUBLIC ART 

BCYF Shelburne 
Facade 

Basketball 
Courts/Retaining 
Walls 

Dale Street retaining 
Wall  



 
 

PUBLIC ART  
 
 
 
 
 

 

PUBLIC ART 



Public Art + Capital Projects  
 

Percent for Art funding integrates transformative and 
innovative public art into City capital projects across the 
city. We work with engaging city agencies and 
community members to create meaningful public art. 



Recently and currently 
commissioned  artists 
working on City-driven 
long-term projects 

Recently  
Commissioned  
Artists 



 
Public Meetings  

and the Boston Art Commission 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Artworks proposed for City of  
Boston property are reviewed at 
public meetings held by the  

Boston Art Commission  

 



MARK YOUR CALENDARS 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Pop-up in the Park 

Tuesday, June 1, 2021 

5:30pm 

 

Pop-up in the Park 

Saturday, June 5, 2021 

10am 

 

Equitable Procurement Meeting 

May 18, 6pm 

 

 



LISTENING & DISCUSSION  
History and Public Art 

 



CLOSING REMARKS &  
NEXT STEPS 

History and Public Art 
 


