Boston City Council

Committee on Ways and Means
Dockets #0588-0596 FY21 Budget
BPS Commitment #1
Working Session: Monday, April 27, 2020, 11:00 a.m.
BPS Commitment #1 (I) Hearing: Tuesday, May 5, 2020, 10:00 a.m.
BPS Commitment #1 (I1) Hearing: Tuesday, May 5, 2020, 1:00 p.m.

The following is a collection of questions that were asked by the Committee regarding
the FY21 budgets for Boston Public Schools at the Working Sessions on Tuesday, April
28,2020 at 11:00 a.m. Recording here:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hINEnGA1Gc8

The Administration is requested to respond to all questions in one of three ways:
1) Verbally at the hearings on Tuesday, May 5™, at 10AM or 1PM
2) For factual questions, through written responses supplied prior to May 5™,
including budget book page numbers or other references where appropriate.
3) By deferring to a specific scheduled departmental budget hearing

Please annotate and return this information request before May 5™, indicating how each
question will be answered.

BPS Commitment #1 (I) Budget Questions

BPS Commitment #1 (I) (Overall Alignment and Wraparound Supports) includes the
following sub-topics:
o OAG Policy Alignment, Implementation, Progress
Workforce Diversity
Curriculum Bias Review
Code of Conduct Implementation, Disproportionality
Social/Emotional Learning & Wellness
Nurses
Trauma/Crisis Response
Behavioral & Mental Health Supports
HERN

Councilor Ed Flynn, asked:



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hINEnGA1Gc8

Councilor Michael Flaher

e Students lose a lot of time commuting to and from school. Is there any information
or statistics on how long commute times affect a student’s achievement gap and
academic performance?

o Transportation hearing.

Councilor Kim Janey, President, asked:



Councilor Annissa Essaibi-George, asked:




® (Can you provide an update on the Becoming A Man program?
o Will we be expanding this program?

e (Can you provide an update on Working on Women program?
o Will we be expanding this program?

Councilor Ricardo Arroyo, asked:

Councilor Matt O’Malley, asked:

Councilor Julia Mejia, asked:




o Is there any funding in the current recommended budget to increase the
role of BPS family voices in addressing the issues of racism and equity?

e How are departments across BPS currently handling student’s mental health and
trauma associated with COVID-19?

Councilor Liz Breadon asked:




Councilor Kenzie Bok, Chair, asked:

BPS Commitment #1 (II) Budget Questions

BPS Commitment #1 (II) (Specialized Academic Supports) includes the following
subtopics:

e Inclusion

e SPED/SPED Transitions

e ELL & Bilingual Education Plan

Councilor Ed Flynn, asked:
e What interaction is BPS having with student families about their children’s learning
during this time?
o How is BPS addressing language access challenges and working with
non-English speaking families to become more involved in BPS and BPS
programs?

Councilor Kim Janey, President, asked:



Councilor Ricardo Arroyo, asked:

Councilor Matt O’Mallei, asked:

Councilor Julia Mejia, asked:

Councilor Kenzie Bok, Chair, asked:




Councilor Annissa Essaibi-George, asked:

e How can we look at the more popular special education programs that our students
are accessing outside the district and create those programs in our own district?

Councilor Liz Breadon asked:

e Are we providing ESL classes for BPS parents?

o What other opportunities are we providing through BPS for adult
education?

e Does BPS have a robust plan to manage the transition period for the families at the
Horace Mann School for the Deaf, and for the Jackson-Mann, so that we don’t
disperse those school communities and make sure they have all the support they
need?

Councilor Kim Janey, President, asked:



o For inclusion and special education, are we closer to having two or three
teachers in one classroom, and not just one teacher that is dual or triple
certified?

Other BPS Related Questions: These will be discussed in
upcoming hearings.

Councilor Julia Mejia, asked:
e How is it decided who BPS chooses as food vendors? (Defer 5/26?)

o Would it be possible for BPS to break up contracts into smaller contractors
to provide opportunities for small businesses?

o How can BPS support minority and women owned businesses?

o How is BPS investing in food access?

e How are we going to allocate resources to ensure that parents are involved and
well versed on the BPS budget process? (Defer 5/19?)

o How are we providing resources to encourage more participation in the
School Parent Council?

o Can we provide translation services for School Site Council meetings?

Councilor Ed Flynn asked:
e How is BPS collaborating with the Boston Teachers Union (BTU) to ensure
students are successful in this new situation? (Defer 5/26?)
e Are any new investments being made to the JROTC program? (Defer 5/19?)
e Are there any increases or decreases in funding for sports programs? (Defer 5/262)
o Are there any new investments being made in physical fitness?

Councilor Liz Breadon asked:
e What is the number of Early Learning Centers? (Defer 5/192)
o How many students are enrolled in our Early Learning Centers?
o How are we evaluating outcomes in terms of readiness skills, not just
academics?
e Where are we on the recovery of Madison Park and making it a great option for
students interested in a technical career? (Defer 5/19?)
e (Can you provide more information about the vocational pathway in comprehensive
high schools? (Defer 5/192)
e (Can you provide information on the extent and effectiveness of our music and arts
programs at BPS? (Defer 5/19?)

Councilor Matt O’Malley asked:

e (Can you provide an update on the work that was done to decrease the number of
school configurations? (Defer 5/19?)
o What is the timeline for the roll out of new school configurations?



e Interms of COVID-19, how are we preparing are schools for when students return
in the fall? (e.g. class size, staggered start times, modular classrooms) (Defer 5/262)

Councilor Kim Janey, President, asked:
e [s BPS examining different social distance measures in our schools and classroom
once students return? (Defer 5/262)

Councilor Michael Flaherty, asked:
® Can BPS talk about their work to date with getting the BPS partnership programs
up and running in this situation? (Defer 5/26?)
o What is BPS’s financial commitment to supporting community based
nonprofits in their work with BPS students in this crisis?
® Can BPS provide an assessment with respect to requests made by school principals
that went unfulfilled this budget cycle? (Defer 5/192)
o How are we making sure that resources are getting to the classroom to the
core of teaching and learning?
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