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DO NOT RETURN THIS FORM BY FAX OR EMAIL DO NOT STAMP THIS BOX 

I. PROPERTY ADDRESS_________________________________________________________________________ 

NAME of BUSINESS/PROPERTY____________________________________________________________ 

The names, telephone numbers, postal and e-mail addresses requested below will be used for all subsequent communications relating to this application. 

Environment Department personnel cannot be responsible for illegible, incomplete or inaccurate contact information provided by applicants. 

II. APPLICANT__________________________________________________________________________________

CONTACT NAME_______________________________ RELATIONSHIP TO PROPERTY___________________ 

MAILING ADDRESS___________________________________________________________________ZIP_________ 

PHONE ________________________________________ EMAIL_________________________________________ 

PROPERTY OWNER_______________________________   CONTACT NAME______________________________ 

MAILING ADDRESS___________________________________________________________________ZIP_________ 

PHONE ________________________________________ EMAIL_________________________________________ 

ARCHITECT______________________________________  CONTACT NAME_______________________________ 

MAILING ADDRESS___________________________________________________________________ZIP_________ 

PHONE ________________________________________ EMAIL_________________________________________ 

CONTRACTOR ___________________________________ CONTACT NAME_______________________________ 

MAILING ADDRESS___________________________________________________________________ZIP_________ 

PHONE ________________________________________ EMAIL_________________________________________ 

III. DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED WORK

A BRIEF OUTLINE OF THE PROPOSED WORK MUST BE GIVEN IN THE SPACE PROVIDED BELOW, OR THE 

APPLICATION WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED. This description provides the basis for the official notice and subsequent decision, and it 

must clearly represent the entirety of the project. Additional pages may be attached, if necessary, to provide more detailed information.  

For Office Use Only 

APPLICATION #_______________________ 

RECEIVED____________________________ 

FEE________________________________ 

HEARING DATE________________________ 

APPLICATION 

CERTIFICATE of APPROPRIATENESS-or-

DESIGN APPROVAL-or-EXEMPTION 

Deliver or mail to:  

Environment Department 

Boston City Hall, Rm 709 

Boston, MA 02201  

(Continues on Page 3)...





(Continued from Page 1)… 

To provide ADA access across our campus and the LMA, HMS is proposing four new ADA ramps.  The 

ramps are designed to 1) enable ADA access along the typical pedestrian pathways, 2) provide front 

door access to campus and internal access to our buildings from Shattuck Street, 3) eliminate the use of 

the parking lot as the accessible route, 4) eliminate the need for staff assistance or mechanical devices, 

and 5) preserve the architectural characteristics of our buildings and promenade. See Figure A for ramp 

locations. 

Ramp A:  Quad (1906) – Ramp A would provide public accessibility access between Shattuck Street and 

Longwood Avenue along the typical pedestrian route through the Quad promenade.  The ramp would 

also provide a direct route for students traveling between our teaching facilities and the Countway 

Library.  To preserve the architectural appearance of the Quad, the ramp will be fully integrated into the 

existing stairs. 

Ramp B: Gordon Hall (1906) – Ramp B would provide front door access to Gordon Hall; our main 

administration building as well as our student admissions office. Gordon Hall is currently inaccessible 

from Shattuck Street.    Access to Gordon Hall will also provide entree to our internal pedestrian tunnel 

that connects all the Quad buildings.  To preserve the architectural appearance of the building, the 

materials and design characteristics of the ramp will match the building. 

Ramp C: Countway Library (1965) – Ramp C would provide public accessibility access between Shattuck 

Street and the east side of the campus, other Harvard schools, and Huntington Avenue.  The ramp is not 

adjacent to the 1906 buildings. This ramp is a mid-term solution that would replace the mechanical lift, 

eliminate the need for assistance, and provide an accessible route along the typical pedestrian path of 

travel.  It will be located above the lower level of the library and will be constructed of a light-weight 

metal material designed to last an estimated 20-30 years while the School explores alternative solutions 

through master planning. 

Ramp D: LHRRB (1967) – Ramp D would provide access to the west side of the campus from Shattuck 

Street by rerouting the accessible pathway away from the parking lot. The ramp is not adjacent to the 

1906 buildings.  The ramp would enable front door access to four of our campus buildings.  The 

materials and design characteristics will reflect the LHRRB building. 

Ramps B, C, and D are scheduled to start construction in April 2017 and complete by December 2017.  

Ramp A is scheduled to start June 2017 and complete by December 2017.  Please see attached 

documents (Construction Documents and Project Manual) for detailed information on construction.  

 



ADA Barrier 
 

Figure A 

 



25 Sha uck Street, Gordon Hall, Boston, MA 02115 

Back of Gordon Hall (Quad Side) 

Front of Gordon Hall (Sha uck Street Side) 

Landmark Commission 



Landmark Commission—ExisƟng Photos 

Ramp A—Back of Gordon Hall 

Ramp A: Exis ng Condi ons (1) 

Ramp A: Exis ng Condi ons (2) 

25 Sha uck Street, Gordon Hall, Boston, MA 02115 



Landmark Commission—ExisƟng Photos (cont.) 

Ramp B—Front of Gordon Hall 

Ramp B: Exis ng Condi ons (1) 

(Le ) 

Ramp B: Exis ng Condi ons (2) 

(Right) 

25 Sha uck Street, Gordon Hall, Boston, MA 02115 

Ramp B: Exis ng Condi ons (3) 

(Le ) 



Landmark Commission—ExisƟng Photos (cont.) 

Ramp C—East Side of Gordon Hall  

Ramp C: Exis ng Condi ons (1) 

(Le ) 

Ramp C: Exis ng Condi ons (2) 

(Right)  

Ramp C: Exis ng Condi ons (3) 

(Le ) 

25 Sha uck Street, Gordon Hall, Boston, MA 02115 



Landmark Commission—ExisƟng Photos (cont.) 

Ramp D—Front of LHRRB & West Side of Building C 

Ramp D: Exis ng Condi ons (1) 

Ramp D: Exis ng Condi ons (2) 

25 Sha uck Street, Gordon Hall, Boston, MA 02115 
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	PROPERTY ADDRESS: 25 Shattuck Street Gordon Hall Boston, MA 02115
	NAME of BUSINESS PROPERTY: Harvard University Medical School
	APPLICANT: Harvard University Medical School
	CONTACT NAME: Meaghan Doyle
	RELATIONSHIP TO PROPERTY: Campus Planner
	MAILING ADDRESS: 180A Longwood Ave Boston, MA 
	ZIP: 02115
	PHONE: 617-432-2220
	EMAIL: meaghan_doyle@hms.harvard.edu
	PROPERTY OWNER: Harvard University Medical School
	CONTACT NAME_2: Richard LeBlanc
	MAILING ADDRESS_2: 180A Longwood Ave Boston, Ma
	ZIP_2: 02115
	PHONE_2: 617-432-1702
	EMAIL_2: richard_leblanc@hms.harvard.edu
	ARCHITECT: Miller Dyer Spears
	CONTACT NAME_3: Myron Miller
	MAILING ADDRESS_3: 99 Chauncy Street Boston, MA 
	ZIP_3: 02111
	PHONE_3: 617-338-5350
	EMAIL_3: mmiller@mds-bos.com
	CONTRACTOR: 
	CONTACT NAME_4: 
	MAILING ADDRESS_4: 
	ZIP_4: 
	PHONE_4: 
	EMAIL_4: 
	Text1: 
ADA access across Harvard Medical School’s (HMS) campus is limited by a six foot grade change from Shattuck Street to Longwood Avenue.  The barrier impacts both public and institutional pedestrian pathways on our campus as well as the Longwood Medical Area (LMA).  Today, there are two accessible routes available for pedestrians to utilize.  The first pathway requires the assistance of a security guard at an unmanned locked gate which gains access to a self-service mechanical lift near the entrance to 10 Shattuck Street (Countway Library).  The second pathway provides an alternate public accessible route as well as entry into our campus buildings.  The pathway for both public and institutional access requires the use of a parking lot to navigate the grade change.  From there, public access requires entry through our buildings which presents both wayfinding and security challenges.  For institutional accessibility, access is provided through the locked rear entrance of a building.  None of these routes traverse the typical pedestrian pathways nor does the School have a front door entrance to our campus from Shattuck Street.





