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Compact Living 

& Affordability 



What is innovative 

housing? 



Innovative housing is… 

Affordable 
Lives w/ roommates in 

Allston 

JUSTIN 

Age: 29 

Graphic Designer 

Affordable 
Lives w/ roommates in 

Somerville 

KAREN 

Age: 27 

Interior Designer 

Affordable 
Lives in a tiny basement 

studio 

SMALL  

UNIT 

COMMON 

SPACES 

BRIAN 

Age: 25 

IT Specialist 
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Thought 

Leadership 



Mock Up 

300sf 



Westfield State University 



Mock Up I’m divorced and 
can’t afford to stay 

next to my kids 

I had to move to 

Providence My elderly mother 
is living with me 

I travel a lot so I 
don’t need a big 

place 



We need smaller units for all 

incomes! 

inno 

workforce 

seniors 

widowers 

divorcees service 

workers 
creatives 

grads 

undergrads 
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Research into household size 

Boston Foundation & Dukakis Institute, Greater Boston Housing Report Card 



Roxbury Households 

38%  

28%  

34% 

Families  

Housing Stock 

20%   1 

BR  

7% 

studio  

59%  

2,3 BR  

14% 

4+BR  

• 2014 American Community Survey 

• 11,480 housing units total 



Greater Boston Housing Stock 

14.0%1 BR  

2.1% 

studios  

61.0% 

2,3 BR  

33.6% 

4+BR  

80% 

• 2007-2011 American Community Survey, Greater Boston 5 county data 

• 1.4 million units total 



Westfield State University 

Students & young 

workforce 

2x rent 

I’d like to 

live alone 

Family 

Priced 

out 

* 50% undergrads and 80% graduate students live in market-rate housing 

Effects of small unit shortage 
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Westfield State University 

Seniors 

I need to 

downsize 

Can’t move 

Family 

No houses 

available 
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2x rent 

Baby boomers 

Leaving 

suburbs 

for city 

Seniors, Millenials 

Limited 

incomes, 

college debt, 

priced out 
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Westfield State University 

2x rent 

Baby boomers 

We’re 

stuck now 

too 



What can 

architects do? 



Develop & Test 

Compact Living 

Prototypes 



100% AFFORDABLE PILOT 

206 West Broadway, South Boston 

16 Units  
Shared Kitchen & 

Lounge 
No parking 



‘One Room 
Mansion’ 
Nov, Dec, Jan  
BSA Exhibit 
Congress Street 



Compact Unit 



Housing 
Innovation 
Competition 



Housing Innovation Competition 

• DND land  
• Compact living for middle income renters 
• Developer/Architects apply 
• Goal is to build it as a pilot 

 
• DND process includes neighborhood 

charrette  


